
 

 

 
Oh No! We Won’t Go: A Story of National Interest 
 
Written by Katie Wallbaum 

What happened in Edmonton in the 1980s to spark the interest of Canadian Geographic? The 

answer is a fight between citizens of the river valley flats of the North Saskatchewan and 

Edmonton’s city hall. Canadian Geographic covered a story in the spring of 1986 on the war 

over the rights to river valley land in Edmonton. Edmonton city council had a policy which 

stipulated that it could demolish neighborhoods which were in the way of development. The 

three communities most directly affected were Rossdale, Cloverdale, and Riverdale, which lay 

on the flood plains of the river valley. Edmonton’s population boom led council to make drastic 

decisions regarding river valley development. As Canadian Geographic reported: “a decision to 

expropriate homes if their owners applied for building permits to improve them. Since the city 

planned on eventually buying the properties, it didn’t want prices to be inflated by renovations 

and additions.”1 This led to the deterioration of these valley neighborhoods and increased the 

frustrations of the residents there who felt they were being treated unfairly by the city. As old 

homes and halls were knocked down without notice by the city, residents began to fight back. 

Canadian Geographic reports: “by 1977, the area had a plan intended to preserve it as a 

community of modest-income families, with co-operative and subsidized housing included to 

ensure lower-income families could continue to afford housing there.”2 The residents took their 

fight to city hall and after many years of petitioning and discussions, they won their appeal. This 

                                                 
1 Peter Gorrie, “A new lease on life for Edmonton’s valley villages,” in Canadian Geographic, April/May 1986, 26. 
2 Ibid., 26-28. 



 

 

win was a resounding victory for the people of the river valley communities, who were not 

opposed to the development of parks but to the destruction of homes and of the city’s history. 


